
Brookfield Academy 
Brookfield Academy 

Calendar 

11/04 Casual Day 

11/05 End of the marking period 

11/06 No school 

11/12 Parent Survey due 

11/18 Casual Day 

11/17-19Parent-Teacher Conference  

11/20 Hot Dog Day 

11/20 Family Game Night 

11/13 Upper Elementary Field Trip 

11/23   Red Apple Morley due 

11/26-27Thanksgiving Break 

12/02 Casual Day 

12/07    Morley delivery 

12/16 Casual Day 

12/16 Holiday Concert 

12/18   Morley money due  

12/18 Last day of classes 

1/4 Classes Resume 

 

  

Yearbook  Sale 

Order your 2009-2010 all color 
yearbook before January 31st and 
receive a discount!    The yearbook 
will be delivered the last week of 

school. 

  

 

Giving Tree 

The Salvation Army Giving Tree will 
be placed in the foyer on Monday, 
November 23rd.  More information is 
on page 6.  

The past two months at Brookfield have been very busy with such 
events as soccer games, curriculum nights, field trips, and our 
Halloween celebration.   

Our school also participated in a special program to earn money for the 
Susan B. Koman Breast Cancer Foundation.  We raised $100.00 for this 
organization. We are very proud of our students! The generosity we 
witnessed was incredible.  The Casual Day proceeds for November will 
support Brookfield’s Bright Space in Pontiac. The money will go toward 
a party at the shelter were Santa will pass out a gift for the mothers 
and a gift for the children.   

November proves to be just as active! November 16th through the 20th 
will be a very busy week.  Monday through Thursday we will have our 
first scheduled Parent-Teacher conferences and on Friday we will have 
our 3rd annual Family Game Night.  The Upper Elementary will be 
taking a field trip to see our alumni Joey Grossberg and Claire Bolden 
perform in the play Mirror Image, and on Thursday, November 13th.  
All the classrooms will be celebrating Thanksgiving with their annual 
Thanksgiving feast. 

The Waterford staff wishes all our families a Happy Thanksgiving and 
safe travel wherever you may be going.   

Happy Thanksgiving,  

Ms. Lisa 

 

 

From the Principal 
lwinkel@brookfieldacademy.net November 1, 2009 

Coats for Kids! 

The Salvation Army is asking you to open up your hearts and your closets to 
help area children in need.  Please take a moment to look through your closets 
for new or gently used coats that you can no longer use.  What a delight it will 
be to see these children warm and snug in coats that will protect them from our 
harsh Michigan winter weather! 

A Salvation Army coat collection box has been placed in the foyer and 

will remain there to collect coats until the end of the school day on 

Friday, November 13, 2009. 



Brookfield is still participating in the 
General Mills Box Tops for Education.  
In addition to the General Mills items, 
Betty Crocker has joined the Box Tops 
for Education.  Please have your child 
bring in the box tops to the pink box in 
the entryway.     

Please  see attached page for all the Box 
Top items. 

 

We Need Playground Parents             
We are looking for parents who 
are willing to volunteer a 1/2 hour 
or hour of their time to help out 
on the playground.   Please check 
the November & December 
playground schedule posted 
outside the Multipurpose Room if 
you are interested in 
volunteering.         
 Recess Times: 

Children’s House  12:00-12:30 
Elementary             12:30-1:00 
.   

Classroom Observations 

If you have not signed up for 
an observation, you may do so 
now.  Call the office to set up 
an appointment to observe in 
your child’s class.  We already 
have several observations 
scheduled for November.  This 
is a wonderful experience for 
you and your child so check 
your calendar and find a 
morning you can visit for 30 
minutes.   

 

   Pizza and Hot Dog Days    

We are looking for volunteers 

for our Pizza and Hot Dog 

Days! Pizza Days are  every 
Wednesday and Hot Dog Day is 
the last Friday of the month.  If 
you are interested in volunteering 
there is a sign-up sheet outside 
the office and the Upper 
Elementary room.                
Lunch Times:                  

Children’s House    11:30-12:00 
Elementary             12:00-12:30 

Parent Satisfaction Questionnaire 
We will be passing out our 6 week Parent Satisfaction Questionnaire in 
November.  We are committed to providing the highest quality education 
for your family.  Every opinion counts!  We appreciate your feedback and 
use the results to create an action plan and make improvements based on 
your comments.  Please return your survey to the office by Friday, 
November 12th.  We look forward to hearing from you.   

Box Tops for Education

Waterford News Continued 
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Dear Brookfield Families, 

I would like to thank everyone for all of the cards, gifts and well wishes.  
Garrett is doing wonderful and growing every day!  I am truly enjoying 
every minute with him.  I never thought I could love someone so much!  I 
miss all of the children and families and hope everyone is doing well.  I 
am checking in with Ms. Brenda as much as possible and I am looking 
forward to  visiting the school soon.    

Loving being a mom, 

Ms. Lisa 

    Thank You!    

  Casual Day 

Casual Days this month are 
Wednesday, November 4th and 
18th.  All proceeds will go to 
Brookfield Academy’s Bright 
Space in Pontiac.   

 

 

Thank you for your support! 



Art News 

The focus this month in Art will be working with different kinds of paper. The children will  be doing a collage 
using different kinds of paper and objects to create an abstract design. They will paint with watercolors and 
then add a 3-D element with construction paper. We will end the month using cellophane paper.    

Ms. Jema              

Music News 

Specials News 

Spanish News 

The Elementary classes continue using the Symtalk method. Lower level 1's are learning the verbs juega/
plays and come/eats. Level 2's have been learning the verb tiene/to have and colors. Level 3 has been learning 
the verbs comer/to eat, jugar/to play, mirar/to look at.  Level 4's have been doing review from last year to 
refresh their memories before we move on. This week we will be discussing Dia de los muertos/Day of the 
dead. 

The Day of the Dead is a centuries-old holiday, mixing ancient Aztec and traditional Catholic customs.  It is 
celebrated throughout Mexico and Central America. The holiday lasts from October 31st to November 2nd. 
During this time, people who have died are honored; their spirits are believed to visit Earth. On November 
1st. Dia de Angelitos, Day of angels, the children who have passed on are remembered. On November 2nd the 
adults who have passed on are remembered by their families through offerings of gifts and food.  Images of 
skeletons, masks and special foods are prepared. Although this day may seem spooky, it is a festive family 
time that allows for a reunion of the living with the non-living. Children’s House Level K's have been learning 
how to greet one another with the Teach Me Spanish Program. We will also be discussing Dia de los muertos 
and the differences between this holiday and Halloween.   

Children's House have been learning how to greet one another, numbers, and most recently colors using songs 
and books. We also do a hand dance teaching them different directions in Spanish. Up/para riba, down/para 
bajo, side to side/lado a lado, in front of/adelante, behind/para tras, fly/volar, and clap/aplaudir. 

 

Sra. Vásquez 
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Dear Parents, 

 

In the spirit of Wal-Mart and every other retailer, I’ve gotten through Halloween and immediately 
set my sights on the upcoming December holidays!  Occupational hazard, I suppose, but necessary 
all the same!  The month of November will be entirely devoted to preparing for our annual holiday 
concert.  The performance will be held the evening of Wednesday, December 16th.  We will once 
again be in the conference center in the Oakland Schools Building on the Oakland County Campus.  
More details will follow as our performance gets closer!  As always, if you have any questions re-
garding music class or our performance, please feel free to contact me at school or via e mail! 

Mr. Bob 



Computer News 

The lower elementary students learned some basic computer keys and their functions. They are cur-
rently working on programs such as Microsoft Word and Paint. Next, they will learn how to use the Internet. 

The upper elementary students were introduced to Windows XP and learned how to use its basic desk-
top functions. They also learned about file, document, and folder management. The children are learning how 
to type using the Typing Tutor Software. 

* * * Because of our increased use of the Internet, I will be teaching the children throughout the year 
about basic Internet search skills and Internet safety. 

            * * * Please keep a separate folder for computer class for your children at home. This is so that any 
time they bring home hand outs or homework to practice or learn they will have a safe place to put it. I would 
recommend to parents to encourage the children to work on their computer skills which they are learning in 
the computer class and also if they want to practice their typing at home. They can go to our student website 
which is www.brookfieldstudent.net and from there they can clink on the links for typing  and on this site 
we also have other educational links that they can use to learn and to have fun.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at school or e-mail me at sku-
mar@brookfieldacademy.net.                                                                                                    

Saritha Kumar                                              

Physical Education News 

Preprimary has been practicing their ball handling skills. They have fun throwing and kicking the ball 
as far as they can. We have also been working on personal spatial relationships. They understand and 
can demonstrate the meaning of the words over, on, next-to, beside, in front, and behind. We practice 
basic locomotor skills by doing a variety of animal walks. The class has also begun some fundamental 
stretches and exercises such as toe touches and waist bends. Thank you for dressing your children 
warmly for those cool morning gym classes. 

Elementary class finished their unit on baseball. Kickball is an excellent lead-up baseball game for the 
students to play. It is fun and gives the class the opportunity to learn some of the strategies and rules of 
baseball they don’t receive doing skill drills. The students have a better understanding of base running 
strategies, batting orders, pitching, defensive and offensive strategies, and the rules of baseball. We have 
started reviewing some fundamental basketball skills, and most of the class can dribble, pass, and shoot. 
The students are participating in a variety of basketball activities that help them learn effective 
defensive and offensive skills and strategies. Thank you for dressing your students warmly on these cool 
gym days. 

Upper Elementary class finished their unit on baseball. We played kickball as a baseball lead-up 
game. Kickball has many of the same rules as baseball, and the students have fun while learning 
defensive, base running, and hitting strategies. The class has improved in these areas of baseball and is 
ready to play kickball and baseball strictly by the rules. The students are now participating in 
basketball activities that teach them defensive and offensive skills and strategies. The class is also 
learning to shoot baskets from a variety of positions on the basketball court. This class is ready to play in 
some basketball lead-up games. Thank you for dressing your students warmly on these cool gym days. 

Mrs. Hollowell 

Specials News 
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October 26, 2009 

Dear Brookfield Families, 

Please allow me to introduce myself to those of you who do not already know who I am and how I am connected to Brookfield Academy. 

My name is Christine Banwarth Kulp.  I have been with Brookfield Academy for over 20 years.  I began by taking the preprimary training in 
1989 and then was assigned to Lower Elementary in Troy as a Math teacher.  During my time as instructor at the Troy Campus,  Lower Elemen-
tary Montessori training and Upper Elementary Montessori training became available in Michigan.  I graduated from both programs.  I also 
taught both levels, lower and upper. 

During the last five years with our founders, Dr. and Mrs. Weinberg, I was the principal of Troy campus, principal of West Bloomfield campus 
and curriculum coordinator for all campuses under the training and mentorship of Mrs. Weinberg.  I continued in that role after the transition to 
Bright Horizons and, when promoted to regional manager, asked to continue as curriculum coordinator with additional support from the now 
fulltime principals.  Principals worked part time and taught part time originally. 

My role at Brookfield Academy is one of quality assurance in all areas of running a school, including the oversight of the Brookfield Academy 
curriculum.  Some of the duties I perform regularly are as follows: 

Train and work with new principals. 

Meet twice per month with all principals to address issues related to all facets of running a school. 

Observe in school classrooms twice per month to ensure that the curriculum is being followed.  While this is the principal’s main responsi-
bility, I am the “double check.” 

Collect and review the student evaluations reports completed by teachers and given to the principal every two months for the purpose of 
academic tracking.  This report tells us how a child is moving through the sequence of the curriculum and shows us where we need to 
give support to the teacher. 

Randomly meet with students to see if the level where they read or calculate matches the evaluation report. 

Selectively meet with students to assist the principal/teacher in guiding the education for any or all children who need additional academic 
support. 

Meet with families on the occasion that an issue has not been resolved with the building principal. 

I have visited all campuses several times this school year.  I thoroughly enjoy watching some of the group meetings and reading with some of the 
children. 

One of the things that I am looking at very closely is the Albanesi* Math program.  Two years ago, the West Bloomfield students in the Lower 
Elementary, under the supervision of Ms. Kelly Gumm, piloted this Montessori program.  Six months into the pilot I tested all Lower El Brook-
field students.  West Bloomfield children scored 50% higher on tests than any other campus.  The following year we included the Albanesi Math 
program at all Brookfield campuses. 

The Albanesi Math program is a great way of assuring that all of our teachers present the same quality Montessori presentations at each campus.  
As is usual with all Montessori work, the child tests for placement and begins to work on the skills that he/she demonstrates a need for.  In this 
way we do not present curriculum to children who do not need that presentation and we specifically target the areas of need. It is very normal 
for children to forget some things over the summer.  The fall placement test will indicate those areas that your child needs to review.   The Al-
banesi Math program customizes the curriculum for your child. 

I would like to continue to write to families about Brookfield in the months to come**.  I hope that you find my communications useful and that 
you will not hesitate to call or email me for more information.  Please see our school web site, www.brookfieldacademy.net, to find my contact 
information at any time. 

With warm regards, 

Christine B. Kulp,  Regional  Manager 

ckulp@brookfieldacademy.net 

 
*Albanesi is one of the original providers of Montessori materials.  We have many of their materials in our schools and have been using their 
Geometry program for years. 

 
** I am currently working on a Montessori Mom presentation that will be available later in the school year.  The presentation will cover Montes-
sori environments that can be set up at home.  The target audience is mothers with very young children who are interested in following the Mon-
tessori philosophy with their own child either after school or in cases where a Montessori school is not affordable. 



Parenting Tip: Family Traditions 

Thanksgiving and the upcoming winter holidays offer 
a wonderful time to start new family traditions or 
carry on time-honored ones. Here are some that are 
easy for children to participate in: Ask your family 
members what they are thankful for and write it on 
colored paper to hang on a door. Older children can 
help with the writing, younger children can help 
illustrate what they are thankful for or hang the 
writings others have created. Have a family pajama 
night with warm cocoa and stories. Consider doing 
charity work with your children to help families in 
need this season. Take pictures of your family in the 
same location. You can display them at gatherings and 
marvel at how the children have grown. Bundle up 
and go outside for an evening walk with your family. 
Look up at the late autumn sky and talk with your 
children about the stars, the moon, the trees, and even 
their breath in the air.   

BROOKFIELD ACADEMY 

Coats For Kids 

As we are all well aware, Michigan is facing one of the toughest economic downturns in its history.  
Many families are being forced to make difficult decisions about their finances, decisions they have never 
had to make before in their lives.   

As the temperatures continue to drop, the need for warm winter coats, gloves, scarves, and hats becomes 
even more crucial.  Children walking to school or waiting at bus stops need protection from the cold 
winter weather.  However, families struggling financially may not be able to afford the proper attire to 
protect their children.  

The Salvation Army is asking you to open up your hearts and your closets to help area children in need.  
Please take a moment to look through your closets for new or gently used coats that you can no longer 
use.  What a delight it will be to see these children warm and snug in coats that will protect them from 
our harsh Michigan winter weather!  

For your convenience, a Salvation Army coat collection box has been placed at the Brookfield 

Academy Waterford Campus and will remain there to collect coats until the end of the school 

day on Friday, November 12, 2009.  

Last year, thousands of children were blessed with coats because of the generosity of people like you.  
Please help us continue to keep our children protected from the upcoming winter weather. 

 

Connie Peters, Development Director 

The Salvation Army 

 

 

       The Giving Tree 

The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree is here.  
It will be in the foyer on November 23rd.  
This year, you can help make a 
difference in the life of a child in need.  
You may select a “Care Tag” that 
provides a child’s age, gender and 
holiday wish.  Please purchase your gift, 
attach the child’s tag to your unwrapped 
gift and return it to the campus no later 
than Friday, December 11th by 6:00 p.m. 
Thank you for sharing in the joy of the 
holiday season for those in need.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated! 

Happy Holidays! 


