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Waterford News Continued
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October 26, 2009
Dear Brookfield Families,
Please allow me to introduce myself to those of you who do not already know who I am and how I am connected to Brookfield Academy.

My name is Christine Banwarth Kulp. I have been with Brookfield Academy for over 20 years. I began by taking the preprimary training in
1989 and then was assigned to Lower Elementary in Troy as a Math teacher. During my time as instructor at the Troy Campus, Lower Elemen-
tary Montessori training and Upper Elementary Montessori training became available in Michigan. I graduated from both programs. I also
taught both levels, lower and upper.

During the last five years with our founders, Dr. and Mrs. Weinberg, I was the principal of Troy campus, principal of West Bloomfield campus
and curriculum coordinator for all campuses under the training and mentorship of Mrs. Weinberg. I continued in that role after the transition to
Bright Horizons and, when promoted to regional manager, asked to continue as curriculum coordinator with additional support from the now
fulltime principals. Principals worked part time and taught part time originally.

My role at Brookfield Academy is one of quality assurance in all areas of running a school, including the oversight of the Brookfield Academy
curriculum. Some of the duties I perform regularly are as follows:

Train and work with new principals.
Meet twice per month with all principals to address issues related to all facets of running a school.

Observe in school classrooms twice per month to ensure that the curriculum is being followed. While this is the principal’s main responsi-
bility, I am the “double check.”

Collect and review the student evaluations reports completed by teachers and given to the principal every two months for the purpose of
academic tracking. This report tells us how a child is moving through the sequence of the curriculum and shows us where we need to
give support to the teacher.

Randomly meet with students to see if the level where they read or calculate matches the evaluation report.

Selectively meet with students to assist the principal/teacher in guiding the education for any or all children who need additional academic
supportt.

Meet with families on the occasion that an issue has not been resolved with the building principal.

I have visited all campuses several times this school year. I thoroughly enjoy watching some of the group meetings and reading with some of the
children.

One of the things that I am looking at very closely is the Albanesi* Math program. Two years ago, the West Bloomfield students in the Lower
Elementary, under the supervision of Ms. Kelly Gumm, piloted this Montessori program. Six months into the pilot I tested all Lower El Brook-
field students. West Bloomfield children scored 50% higher on tests than any other campus. The following year we included the Albanesi Math
program at all Brookfield campuses.

The Albanesi Math program is a great way of assuring that all of our teachers present the same quality Montessori presentations at each campus.
As is usual with all Montessori work, the child tests for placement and begins to work on the skills that he/she demonstrates a need for. In this
way we do not present curriculum to children who do not need that presentation and we specifically target the areas of need. It is very normal
for children to forget some things over the summer. The fall placement test will indicate those areas that your child needs to review. The Al-
banesi Math program customizes the curriculum for your child.

I would like to continue to write to families about Brookfield in the months to come**. I hope that you find my communications useful and that
you will not hesitate to call or email me for more information. Please see our school web site, www.brookfieldacademy.net, to find my contact
information at any time.

With warm regards,
Christine B. Kulp, Regional Manager

ckulp@brookfieldacademy.net

*Albanesi is one of the original providers of Montessori materials. We have many of their materials in our schools and have been using their
Geometry program for years.

** T am currently working on a Montessori Mom presentation that will be available later in the school year. The presentation will cover Montes-
sori environments that can be set up at home. The target audience is mothers with very young children who are interested in following the Mon-
tessori philosophy with their own child either after school or in cases where a Montessori school is not affordable.
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Connie Peters, Development Director

The Salvation Army




